
Mission Council Minutes 
April 20, 2015 

 
Attendees: Council members and staff, total 36 attendees. 
 
Kelly Junk opened in prayer. 
 
Larry Voight gave a power-point presentation of “See Yourself in Mission”.  He announced Brad 
Burkhalter has accepted the role of Vice Chair of the Missions Council Team.  
 
Minutes from January 26, 2015  Approved with one correction of changing Brad Shoemaker, new 
council member to Steve Shoemaker. Motion carried to accept minutes as written with correction, 
approved as read.   
 
Finance Report:  
$169,650 as of March 31, 2015 Faith Promise YTD, $78,233 giving guide, a ways to go before the end 
of May.  We will be making $25,000 recommendations tonight out of the $25,720.39 March account 
balance which Faith Promise giving’s YTD in 2014 was $198,042 which is $20,000 less.  Need to talk 
up Faith Promise as we enter WOW.  Overall, church giving is down.  
 
Marty O’Rourke still in US, he has asked to be taken off faith promise due to prolonged furlough.  
 
Kelly Junk - Discussion of designated funding and Faith Promise funding.  We only have freedom to 
operate on the Faith Promise side.  Our FUMC family is engaged in giving.  Designated giving does not 
necessarily reflect our Faith Promise.  If it goes to Faith Promise it is above.  Faith Promise denotes a 
relationship-a vehicle.  A 40 year old will give to what they know, Guatemala relationships.  You can be 
an advocate in your class, because you know the story, you can be a spokesperson and can impact 
missionary giving by sharing. If a class doesn’t go through missions, we don’t know what they give. 
There is a lot bigger impact on missionary giving that we don’t see.   

 

Motion carried to accept financial report as read, accepted and approved. 

 

Screening and Appropriation recommendations for April renewals were as follows, presented by 
Kelly Junk: 
 
1. Jose and Audrey Banales - $5,000 annual support, $500 missionary care - Approved 

 

Jose’ role will change both personal and in ministry.  He will receive training as an ECC 
Shepherd/Facilitator. This means he will no longer serve as the regional director for OMS but will 
continue to help in this area as needed.  He will continue to organize mission trips to Mexico, Haiti and 
Mozambique.  He has been living in the same apartment for 10 years and is looking to move to a 
condominium. A major concern is Audrey’s father who is turning 96 in July which has been a struggle.     
 
A problem occurred of Joseph not getting his renewal application in time, possibly due to Rhoena 
sending it out by email and it could have gone to junk mail, and some time later was discovered, 
ultimately receiving his application late. Minutes to reflect Brad Burkhalter, S & A committee member, 
made motion to accept his application for renewal.  Motion was accepted, seconded and all were in 
favor—Approved.  



 

2.  Joseph Moses - $5,000 annual support, $500 missionary care, approved. 

 
Joseph has been involved in many gospel tent outreaches and trusting God to provide funds.  He’s still 
working with seniors, some older people don’t always have someone to care for them. Thank you to 
Omega Foundation and Carpenter’s Class for providing funding which is answer to prayer.  Omega 
Foundation has started supporting our children’s home. They have been burdened to build small 
churches for the tribal congregations in the mission field, been reaching out to villages with AIDS. His 
daughters Fannie Joy and Joanny Sama are doing their dental school and help in sending pictures and 
videos to get the word out more. S & A committee members voted by email due to him also not getting 
his application in a timely manner.   
 
Recommendation: $5,000 in annual support + $500 in Missionary Care, approved. 
 
Discussion of $500 missionary care, is it always, which we do put it in for all of them as long as we can, 
designated for health issues or other needs. 

 

3.  Justin & Cathleen LeBeau - $5000 annual support, $500 missionary care, approved. 

 

Cathleen formerly Barnes, have 2 children, grew up at FUMC, been serving with Kopkes in Lebanon for 
1 year, been listening and serving, felt called to stay.  She is a physician’s assistant and helps in clinics.  
Wade knew Justin when he was in HS, who made reference of him in a sermon, it’s a multicultural 
environment.  Kids doing well.  We asked him to do a renewal rather than redo an application.  What is 
God teaching you and the biggest obstacle? The language of Arabic, but diligently studying and are 
optimistic. Pray for health and protection from sickness. Pray that He would frustrate any plans of ISIS 
to carry out terrorist activity. Last time we gave a one time gift for a year.  Motion was accepted, 
seconded and all were in favor—approved.   
 
4. Ron & Pat Morse – Thailand.  About 6 months ago they has an issue with IRS who pulled their 501 
( c ) 3 status due to noncompliance.  We confirm with the IRS each year for compliance.  Apparently 
they were grandfathered in since the 1950’s, but not now in good standing.  It was in error that we were 
giving them previous funding.  Finance made a decision to no longer do that. We did not ask for a 
renewal, they are aware of the situation, and we have had face-to-face communication.  They are trying 
to remedying the matter.  Thankful that they are not in a financial crisis mode. 
 
Request to Council: 
1.   Meri Whitaker, Cookson Hills Center, UM connection - $2,500 per year for two years 

 
Dr. Wade Pascal submitted the Cookson Hills proposal to the S & A for recommendation. S & A 
members debated and Kelly discussed items with Wade getting clarification. Cookson Hills has 
encountered funding cuts and has submitted to the General Board a proposal of $40,000.  Cookson Hills 
is to match at half; therefore requesting funding from FUMC. They are requesting the council to 
consider approving funding to add a development staff person, a request of $2,500 for 2 years (2015 and 
2016).  We do not normally support UM connectional projects, but Wade’s recommendation is that we 
do, may need a line item for UM giving.  They do good work, but like all, have room for improvement, 
it provides outreach ministries to low-income families in Cherokee, Adair and Sequoyah Counties, 
located in Tahlequah.  They have a Senior Nutrition Program, cottage industry, which do not give 
handouts but promote programs to alleviate poverty in positive ways. Recommendation made $2,500 
contingent on if faith promise comes in strong.  Question, as to what if faith promise does not come in 



strong. Wade previously said it could be sent at a later time. Kelly came up with this figure as covenant 
partnership. We really could build on this and connect with our conference.  Location is close enough to 
see where our money goes to.  VIM team can work along side them, empowering the people. Carrol 
Lewandowski voiced her approval of this ministry, said she knew first hand what a wonderful ministry 
this is and made motion to approve.  Kelly said S & A did approve to support this initiative for 2 years 
as $2,500 per year. There is a spiritual emphasis, Meri is a pastor, and they are requesting a long term 
staff position, after this development position is in place, it could pay for itself. Motion presented to fund 
for $2,500 per year for two years out of Interest and Memorials. Motion carried, none opposed, 

approved.  
 
Robyn Coney launch support.  Recent faith promise missionary, she will be here for WOW on 
Wednesday night, April 29th.  She is set to leave June 1 at 60% ($16,000) and is a FUMC youth.  She 
cannot get to the field unless she gets her funding, recommend $3,000.  She is looking to us as her 
sending church, prayer support, and connected with us relationally. Elizabeth Hughes didn’t need it, 
funding came in for her.  Recommendation: $3,000 from interest and memorials. Motion carried, 
none opposed, approved. 
 
Terry White, media equipment,  Request submitted to purchase  a new mac pro laptop with large hard 
disc to store photos, 4 terabyte, will cut his time by 25-50%.  Motion to approve $3,593.00 to purchase 
new media equipment presented.  Motion carried, none opposed, approved. 
 
Local Focus – Shelli Pleasant – Lunch buddies plan to double, summer work conversations in progress 
to support and encourage. 
 
Near Field Miles Peterson – supports school books in Spanish for Guatemala.  

 

Far Field Recommendations, Terry & Mary Ligon $5,000 approved. 

 

Its full time for Terry Ligon on TU campus in Bible studies, late nights, coffee and discussions with 
Muslims students, if any of you know Terry, he is a story teller and lover of Jesus and young 
international people.  He will be preaching on May 3rd, second Sunday of WOW at the regeneration 
service, invite you to see him. Out of the Far Field Team we funded him $5,000 last year, assuming we 
did not do missionary care, did him at the same level as we did the others.  He has helped us connect 
with TU and with international community. We have more members like Jerry and Connie Presley, and 
Nita, they have been amazing there.  Eve O’Kelly did the lunch last Thursday.  It’s a great outreach 
opportunity.  Far Field made a recommendation of $5,000 to continue supporting them for the next year.  
We did fund that out of the Far Field team, we distributed at $417, whatever that works out, a month, so 
we didn’t have to take a big chunk out for them.  They fall under that Far Field without making them 
another one of the Faith Promise Missionaries, so we don’t feel like we have to extend all the same 
parameters of care and everything to them.  Motion to accept the recommendation of the Far Field team, 
motion carried, none opposed, approved. 
 
International Community Outreach (ICO) at TU.  Actually the sending agency or covering for Terry 
Ligons.  He is the assistant director at ICO.  He is in charge of scheduling of all the student activities.  
They have outings, retreats, a furniture fest.  They are a 501 c 3 so their funding comes from donations 
and gifts.  They have a big fundraiser this Friday night, which the Pressley’s and others will attend. In 
the past, we have supported them in their operating budget. The Far Field Team recommends $2,000 for 

this year as a gift for their administration and programming activities for TU international 

students.  Motion to accept recommendation, motion carried, none opposed, approved. 



 
Upcoming VIM – Nancy Falling Currently, we have one VIM, the Family Guatemala, in June 20--28th, 
no travel back so will have to stay till Sunday, extended for one day.  We have 22 people signed up, 2 
new families of 5, which will make a huge impact mostly on those families.  Everyone excited.  This is 
the earliest we have had commitments for family VIM.  Everyone was ready to go in February.  We 
have already voted on the monies to be set aside for this.  Terry White mentioned it is not a VIM,but  the 
college students are going on May 11th, pray for the College (group of 11) team.   
 
Larry Voight: Make notes of other dates, Day of Service – May 9th, 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. for Eugene Fields, 
and Clara’s House. Tunisia, North Africa has been set for October, Honduras Mission is October 23-30.   
 
Shelli Pleasant asking for volunteers for WOW, sign up now. 

 

Next Missions Council Meeting July 20, 2015 

 
Kelly closed with prayer and meeting adjourned. 
Respectfully Submitted, Rhoena Preciado 


